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Preliminary to examination, please amend the above-identification as follows: 
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Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 2, line 29 with the following rewritten 
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Diclofenac ([o-[(2,6-dichlorophenyl)amino]phenyl]acetate) is a non-steroidal anti- 
inflammatory drug of the phenylacetic acid class. When given orally the absorption of diclofenac 
is rapid and complete. It binds extensively to plasma albumin. Substantial concentrations of drug 
are attained in synovial fluid, which is the proposed site of action of the NSAIDs. Diclofenac is a 
potent inhibitor of prostaglandin synthesis and has also been shown to inhibit interleukin-1 (IL- 
Ip) and tumor necrosis factor alpha (TNF-a), involved in osteoarthritis. Gastrointestinal 
complications such as ulceration and intolerance are the most common adverse effect of 
diclofenac. Renal dysfunction and hypersensitivity reactions also occur. Many patients with 
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